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Theatre and Dance

Dancers warm to tango’s superheated passion

BY DEIRDRE KELLY
The Globe and Mail

URISTS don't speak of “the tango.”

They say tango. Shert, sharp, succinct.

Like the steps of the dance that has
taken over the stage of Toronto’s Winter Gar-
den Theatre. On Thursday night, Fonewer
Tamgo, a glarious spectacle of passionate
dance, opened there to rapluroas applause.
Chorecgraphed and directed by Luis Bravo,
the grace and passion of this show has al-
meady thrilled audiences in Lon and
across the United States.

The curtain rises on a black stage shot
through with the starry brightness of a thou-
sand pencil-point lights. In the fareground, a
lonn bandoneon player coaxes a tune from his
squecze box. As his song rises to a melan-
choly crescendo, a dancer Inches across
stage, his begs and body taut with langing. A
woman, dressed in glittering silver, glides
into his arms. They begin to tango, kicking
thedr legs in and out and around each other.
Their Hquid energy curls through the air, al-
moet painful to watch,

But watch you do. The dancing in Foreoer
Tange Is so powerful you can hardly tear
mmawny

argue that all this has
noth!rrx to do with sex, The tango, they say,
is & physical song of lament that presents a
Image of human destiny. 1t's true, the
faces are deadly serfous, the backs poker-
straight, the eyes anguished. Bul not sexy?
. You've never seen anything so hot.
Thrge's dancers are virtuoso tal-
ents who perform with compelling intonsity.
They dance Bercely, ripping tho i
music with carnal abandon. But if it Jooks
1ike  free expreasion of emotion, that's an il-
lusbon. The tango 1 ene of the most complex
and difficult of dances — its apparent free-
dom has taken these dancers years to master.

Tbeextrsmlnnry skill in this show mn:ks
1t stand oat
peating, which Nw.-d mumhmu aof a mum

DANCE / The world's most sensual dance is back on stage in a mesmerizing rnew Toronto show, And

in ballrooms everywhere it's bringing couples closer — much closer —

together.

Some faney footwork from Forever Tango: an energetic showease for bravara performances.

craze when it toured just over o decade ngo.
Mot that Thmgo Argenting was bad, but For.
wver Thngo is & more energethe showease of
bravura performance. The show boasts a
marvellous orchestra directed by bandoneon.
ist Lisandro Adrover, and singer Carlos
Marel pays tribute to Carlos Gardel, the kg
endary voice of the tango, in bitterswoet
songs of love and solitude. Ferever Tango also
updates the dance with an acrobatie display
whose athletic prowess underscores the silky
tango's brute strength. Perhaps it s & re-
flection of how much the tango has developed

aver the Last 10 years. In that time, the dance
has left the stage and flourished in dance
schools and clubs across the continent.

A1 Anna's Dance Cantre in Toronto, for n-
stance, the tango cutnumbers all other
dances during the weekly bal free for-
all that explodes under a glittering disco ball
every Saturday night When the fumiliar
rhythma af the tango fill the akr, the flor is
suddenly packed with Rudalf Valenting wan-
nabes and their sultry dates. The novices gen
erally ham it up: faces squeesed tightly to-
wether, lips pursed, eyelids lowered, teoth

clenched as if gripping a rose. The pros, on
the other hand . . . well, you can tell who
thoy are. They glide with extreme grace,
using the complex steps of the tango to shaw
off thelr skill and control.

But all those neophytes are eager to be
come experts. Helena Granger-Sandaov, a one-
time tango champion who. heads her own
Academy of International Dance in Toronto's
west end, says that over & per cent of her
students are tango fanatics. “It's the most
popular dance al my school, or anywhere.
The first thisg people ask when they walk

through the door is ‘do you teach the
tango? *

But Granger-Sandov dovsn't seem sure of
the purity of her students’ motives. The
tango, she stresses. “has nothing, nothing,
nathing to do with romance, The attraction is
that people think it is romantic, but 1t is
really very mysterious, very sad, very emo-

torsal.

Historically speaking, sbe's right. The
dance has its origins in the 17th and 15th cen-
turies, wi African slaves in Argentina
created the dance to express their scrrow and
bitterness. Men performed it secretly in the
forest night — “tango” is Swahili for *a clear.
Eng" — s o rituilized Lamsent for a life in cap-
Eivity. “When yoa watch Argentines they are
Wery stemn, very serious” says Granger
Sandov. “For them the dance 1s never happy-
go-ucky.”

But it's not clear that dance-floor denlzens
entirely agree with this sober-minded reading
of the tango,

The Gravity Lounge, an upscabe chub in To-
ronto’s Yorkville district, attracted 300 pa-
trons for thedr first all-tango evening in July,
and now they are test-driving the idea of es-
tablishing the clty's first dedicated tango bas.

David Novello, co-owner of the lounge with
bis brother Dimo, recognizes the tango's
mare-than-romantic appeal. It seems to be
a0 of the best pick-up options in town. After
all, as they say, it takes two io lango. “You
med 0 partoer,” says Novello. “No matter
what happens when you come to the club to
dance the tango you will definitely be having
one dance that night with somsons you
might not have known before you walked in
+ .+ . Sometimes what we see here s one
weelk somebody comes alone and meets some-
one dancing and the mext time they walk in
together.”

—
Forever Tango plays at the Winter Garden
Theatre in Toromto wntil Now, 24, before
moving on to Broadway fn March.



